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2nd Asian Councils Forum (ACF), 2017 Global Councils Forum
(GCF) & Annual Meeting of Taiwan Local Councils
Representatives Community Forum (TCF)

Opening Ceremony
Chair: TCF President Lin Chin-chang

Lin Chin-chang (+ % %)
Good morning, everybody. Welcome to the 2" Asian Councils Forum (ACF).

First of all, I'd like to introduce all the delegates and special guests from all over the
world. To begin with, | would like to introduce the Political Deputy Minister of the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Dr. Francois Chih-chung Wu. And the next one is our special
guests from Japan, who is the President of the Japanese Local Councilors Alliance, JLCA,
Mr. Yoshiaki Matsuda. And the next one is from the Philippines representing the PCL
with the National Chairperson of the Philippines Councilors League, Mr. Danilo
Dayangghirang. And the next one is our distinguished guest from Hong Kong, Councilor
Kam Wen-fung and all the members of the delegation from Hong Kong. The next one is
our special guest from Sri Lanka, Mr. Seyed Ali Zahir Moulana, President of Federation
of Sri Lanka Local Government Authorities (FSLGA). And next one is our special guest
from Tuvalu, Mr. Siliga Atiake Kofe, who is the chief of the House of Clan. Next one is
our guest from Korea, who is the Secretary General and Speaker of the National
Association of Local Council Chairman, the NACC, Mr. Kim Myung-gi from Korea. And
our guest is from Malaysia, who is Speaker of Penang State Legislative Assembly from

Malaysia, Mr. Law Choo-kiang.

The next one is our special guest, Mr. B.Tsolmon, from Mongolia, who is the
representative of the Ulaanbataar City Council. Next, our ACF co-founder from the
Philippines, Maybelyn. We have three ACF co-founders with us today, President
Matsuda and Maybelyn and me. We actually gathered three countries to initiate this
ACF. Next, | would like to invite and introduce the next TCF President and also Taipei
City Council member, Councilor Li-keng Kueu-fong (/g x4 >). Today, we are also
joined by moderators of each session. First one is Dr. Chao Yung-mao (4} -X 1), who
was also the vice principal of National Taiwan University and also our keynote speaker
for today. The second one is Dr. Lee Hong-yuan (% /&), who is also our former
Minister of the Interior. We also have other special guests, former Mayor of Changhua
County, Mr. Cho Po-yuan (& i©/&), TCF consultant, Mr. Li Wei Lian (§ = & ). We are
also joined by a lot of city councilors from all over Taiwan. We would like to extend a

warm welcome to all of you. Thank you very much for your participation.

Dear councilors, professors and distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen, | am the



founder of TCF. | was a Taipei City Councilor from 1989 to 2014. | would like to thank
you very much for taking your time out of your busy schedule to participate in the
Second ACF hosted by the TCF or the Taiwan Local Councils Representative Community
Forum. The ACF was jointly initiated founded together by Taiwan TCF, the Japan JLCA
and the PCL, the Philippines Councilor League, together back in August 29, 2015 in
Taipei. And actually we held the first ACF meeting by PCL in the Philippines in
December 2016. In that forum we had participants from Taiwan, the Philippines and

Japan. We also have distinguished guests from Hong Kong in the first ACF meeting.

Today, we hold the second ACF meeting. We have guests from Japan, the Philippines
and Hong Kong. Not just that, we also have guests from Sri Lanka, Tuvalu, South Korea,
Malaysia and Mongolia. We have speakers or councilor members who traveled from
afar. So in addition to members from Taiwan, we have nearly 80 council members from
8 regions in Asian Region who are speakers or councilors and have joined us today. We
also have local councilors and members from the government, academia and industry
in Taiwan. So here | would like to extend my utmost appreciation and welcome to all of

you joining us today.

The TCF was founded in 2010, and in 2014 we held the first international forum ever.
By then we invited the Conference of European Regional Legislative Assemblies, the
CALRE, and the National Conference of State Legislatures, the NCSL from the USA and
also the Japanese Local Councilors Alliance, JLCA. At that time, we decided that each
country will take turns holding the GCF along with their annual assembly and set a
topic for the forum. All the participants will have to pay certain registration fee. And at
the time we promised that by late August 2015, TCF will hold the GCF forum. So that
was in the late August 2015, we held the GCF in Taiwan.

We also know that all the alliance heads are either speakers or councilors themselves,
so they serve maybe a term of one year and they have tight schedule all the time. But |
was very pleased that the CARLE President invited Taiwan, Japan and the NCSL of the
USA to participate in the CALRE Plenary Assembly at the end of 2014. President
Matsuda and NCSL President attended the Plenary Assembly conference. Regretfully |
was absent because of the nationwide election in Taiwan. Instead, | was invited to give

the welcome remarks in a video recording in the event.

Based on the 2014 decision, in late August 2015, TCF held the GCF forum together with
the TCF Annual Meeting. Then-President of NCSL could not join us because they were
changing Presidents, but we had the President of the Regional Council of Lombardy,
Italy representing CARLE and President Matsuda representing Japan. At that time, we
had participants from our neighboring country, the Philippines. We also invited keynote

speakers from France, South Korea and China. We invited scholars to talk about topic



on civic participation and at the time we had several speakers from Taiwan Councils.
We contacted the Malaysia at the time, but they did not have such an organization.
And the situation is true for Korea. So, both Malaysia and Korea are thinking about the

possibility of having such kind of event.

In August 2015, Raffaele Cattaneo, who is the president of CARLE, suggested that
Taiwan, the Philippines and Japan should co-initiate the ACF. The PCL then-President
Maybelyn and the delegate under her wing decided to hold the first ACF in Manila in
the Philippines together with the PCL annual conference. And so that was the first ACF

meeting in December 2016 n Manila, Philippines.

During the meeting, all the alliance heads and delegates also made the decision at the
time. It was decided that TCF would hold the second ACF meeting here in Taiwan. The
JLCA of Japan also expressed in Manila that they would hold the third ACF meeting in
Japan in 2018. In the future, ACF will not only see the participation of local councilors.
We also like to boost the local tourism and trade investment development. That’s why
we also encourage all the entrepreneurs from different cities to join us. So if you are
interested in our activities, as long as you receive the invitation from local councilors
and pay for your airfare and accommodations and registration fee, you are very

welcome to join our relevant event going forward.

So today, you can actually see the participation of our local entrepreneurs from Taiwan.
We hope that you can all exchange business cards, and let’s all contribute to the
development of local tourism and trade and investments. Currently, in the world we
have the IPU Inter-Parliamentary Union and the UCLG, which is the United Cities and
Local Governments, which gathers international or mayors. IPU and UCLG are very
large scale with members coming from across the country. So far we haven’t had a
similar or a body like IPU gathering cities for local councilors across the world. So far we
don’t have this kind of local councilor’s alliance. That is why we are gathering under the

same roof. That is a common goal we would like to strike for.

We know that Rome was not created in one day, but we are creating history, or we are
writing a new chapter of history. We hope that we can combine the CARLE of the EU
and NCLS of the US and also the UNALE of the Brazil and also ALGA in Australia. We can
successfully create a joint alliance gathering an Global Councils Forum (GCF). In that
case, either ACF or GCF will play an important role in setting up a platform for
communication, exchange of ideas and mutual learning for local council members. We
will also help promote the ideals of world peace by the UN. In closing, | would like to
once again thank you for your gracious participants today. | would like to wish the
conference every success today and wish all of you a pleasant stay in Taiwan. Thank

you very much for your gracious presence today.



